The most accurate test of pancreatic exocrine state is the analysis of duodenal aspirate after maximal stimulation of the gland with secretin and cholecystokinin,1 but the test is unpleasant and time consuming and requires inpatient facilities. Duo were compared by the Wilcoxon rank sum test. The results were abnormally distributed, especially in the patients with cystic fibrosis, and consequently 95% confidence limits were calculated for both groups. The correlation coefficient between the result of the pancreolauryl test and the faecal chymotrypsin estimation was assessed by linear regression analysis.
Results
Results of the fluorescein dilaurate test in the control group ranged from 13-3 to 62-2 with a geometric mean of 31-4 (25 to 39-5 upper and lower 95% confidence limits). Results of the tests performed in the patients with cystic fibrosis ranged from 0*3 to 24-6 with a geometric mean of 4-7 (2-6 to 8-6 upper and lower 95% confidence limits) (Fig. 1) . These values were significantly reduced in the patients with cystic fibrosis compared with the healthy volunteers (p<0-01).
The results of the faecal chymotrypsin estimation were markedly reduced and ranged from 0 to 20-5 Ftg/ml. The scatterplot of the results of the fluorescein dilaurate test against the faecal chymotrypsin estimation is illustrated in Fig. 2 . The correlation coefficient was 0-69 (p<0-02). 
